|

k_

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA

Copy of Fifteenth Amendment Sent to
North Carolina Legislature, 1869 (page 1 of 3)

Executive Deparvtment,
:{%fﬂ 117/ k//(/il'/ _////. /C/7

|
|
\ >
f
|

\577 //ﬁ /%72./1712/”;, /// ////'/// /‘//// ////‘/////7 // 4 ] ;'///‘ (/{///'/r/)N/ 3

Gentlemen . J fhave ieceived from the Hon. William H. Sewaid,
%%el‘am/ of Hale of the Wrnited Slales, and heiewddth liansmid lo Yot
honosalle tody, “an allested cofoy of a Resalulion of Congiess, frrcfeasing
lo the Legistatuies of the seveial Hales a Fifleentty Shitiele lo-the Consti=
tulion 0/ the WUnited Sales.’”

e Jriofiased Gifleently lilicle 05 in thhe Jollowing waids
“ A Resolution Proposing an Amendment to (he Constitution of the United States.”

<%6"Jﬂ/’ul’(// //7/ the Senale and ,/:ﬂ/n//.)r ('/ f//rf//‘u'a/’;//////'w'.i n/ the Undded Slales n/ Shneitea, trn Gon=
gies aamm/'/w// ([1,{/0:!/1/1;}1/4» n/ lath Ftouses canetiitng, ) thal the following aidicle te Jucfeased to the
Legistatiiies of the scveiad FHlales as an amendment lo the Constilulion af the Unided Slales, which,
when '?/(l(/!‘f‘l///’l/ ///Jl’/':/n//?//m r’/ sevrd .’17#///:;/1/////‘/'.), stall te valvd as Jeevil n/ the Gonstitution, namet;

.
AR TICERSXY.
Seetton 7. The )l'r///,/ 0/ ('///';r'n.i n/ the UYUndted Hales to vole shall not te dended, o alidged //// lhe
United Stlates ov ly any Hale on accaunt of iace oo colo, o Jeeriiets condition of sovitude.
Geetron 2. The (Cﬁ”‘wzyuuu sthall heave Jeorwer Lo enfoce this ailiele /r// ///;/un/n/}//r /f‘f/’:)//((//."/Zx 4
337/ the a(/cy//t'm'/ n/ e Jrvcfeased ailicle ly ,///m(»:/m/z///.sr 0/ the Slales
the /&Lg/&if Zo vole will le secrvied ly the Constilution of the Uniled Slates
to eveiy cilizen, and will not, theiefoie, defrend, as if does now, an the will
of the seveial Sales. The test, o nal the andy just foim of gaveinment
tmoron among men, i that which seciies lo all an absolute equalily tn

Jrolitical and. covil iights. At sesulls tnevitally fiom e Jfoimalian of
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goveirnments by fieisons equally fiee that eveiy ane sthould fiove the wght
lo vole—that is, lo have a vaice in the administialion of the gaveinanent
Lo whiclh 5 entisted the ives, the liteities and e Jricieily aof all. -The
Jrecfile of the Yniited Hales aie all fiee. They all have an inleiest in so=
ctety, and evevy male cilizen should fiave the wght o vate.  Thts iight
Showld te as /(ml[’)z((/ as the Constitution /f.m% and s gencial and Jiei 121
as the az"nzn,///u:/}e tn evevy State.  The coloied eilizen tn Flew ///ni/' 7Y
Cornmnectiout 15 as much entilled lo il as the coloied eilizen (9 Floith Caio-
L ab Yeargia. gvevy lyfre of man whe 1y aeiliyen of e Wiiled Slates,
Jeicsmed o le C(////Zf//////‘ (1/,)(///:///(:///’)//////r‘///, Theie care be rna distinetion
7o LH00d i,ﬂ.,/mrv}" letween the Carcasean, he - V/rw//n//'r///, ard e g"//?/'r///(/u,
oi (he suboidinale ot //mr////'/‘(/ /////m deitied //’/:/// etlher ai all n/ 1hese.
&/z(,// aive all men Neore // 11err ///'/’/m//'//‘////r‘ wraslers, bl ///r'// wie all
fiee to seel thedr hafifirness in thede o way, so lang as ey do nal (-
fitnge the iights aof otheis.  Folitical slaveiy wonld ol e less ofifviessive oi
de/z/z'/e.’mﬁf/z,(/f lo thewn than whal las leen frnown e 10 r'/,///;//'// V2 .’.//;/'/w,,
ab damestie .)/////r'/'x//-_ The r//// l//)/‘/’(//r/// lo e coloied iace /// e Uinled
Flates waonld le weaise tharn wailliless of el //f-/'//////n/u/'r'// %y the iight
;Vé///’ age. '

J//e//ea o le (/ Slaith Coialia loce ////’/‘//,////, /7 17 /r//'r/ﬂ 7/'//,2/'/« wty sectried
to evevy cilizen by thedi viganie law, the iight of suffiage. I 05 nol frio=
latlle thal /s /’/(//// will le /5//‘/////,//'/'// ob e wadl /'r'(// S /n/zr/ as e Re-
/?/u,é/('r'ruz///wify af the Slate iemains wniled and contiols the legislalive
de/z/(//ifﬁwnf n/ he {(//mm’;mur»u/A Bt ot 15 //r/mr/, //'m/// aluridant canlion
and as a malles o///,}('u(f////r{, that the Yegislativie // cveiy Salte wll
Jrvamfully valify this amendment, this sellling the guestion Jer all line.

Fhase whao aie al /u’r'.v,'/v,f et r/}r//f(/ wnth e 0111170010 n/ e vecer //7/
veconstineled, States have had devolved tfocn them a r//nt/// tn velation ta
the coloied fuofinlation which 5 mnaie iexponsille and delicate, in many
é&%ecé@, than that whiel ts (newmtbent on aniy State not //i/’nwi Y sawe=
halding.  This focfudation, fathful, fratiatic and honest, as it 15, fas
needed and still needs that tiarnirg in the ait vi hatlnt of .m//fr/mwino?mn%
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whwel v e ﬁr')////i/;(///// aof eveiy white Shnewedn  arnd the clildiern o/ s
Juofudation st te educaled trn the midst of the clildien c% the whiles, and
educated equally with the latles, in such a way as nol lo do injustice lo
ewthet iace o o evedle the friejudices of ane agarnst the athes. Tlhe gov -
cvnments of these HAales, iesting as they do on toth iaces, and with men
of toth iaces halding office in theds vaiions defreviliments, have engaged
with alacity and cheeifulness in the fieifcimarce aof this duty ;. and i is
theii fived funfiose to amit no effeit which may te deerned necessaiy lo
educale, e and elevale the caolaied V. (4(///(4 whose tnteiests and ﬂ(é/&:
[it1ex hawe beern commilted lo theli chaige. Bt while this duly ts Ll
Jreifaimed as lo laige masses who have just emeiged. fiom slavevy, it eo=
Jreeted that aother Hales 1at /nim/)/i/// encrmbeied with stavey, and. tr
whiel the coloied. freq, Wle avie /ru// 11 nwmler and ’(//%}mifo//fz/ /n/‘e//(;(/wzl /A
Jrioifitly, and withaut a single ercefilion, walify the fi voprased. amendiment,
s fravng the wght of full ctlizenshif foi all tn the Ganstitution ilself,
and flacing 1t wheie no futiie change oi conilsian can destioy (f.

I ecinestly veconvinend, gentlemenrn, thal e //i/,y/,(h)ﬂf/ amendment lo
e Constitution of 1he Wnited Sates le ialified by yo honaiatle lody.

A Jrrwe the hanai To le,

Witl gical /'f'.')///’/’/,
’//(,///’ Cledient Seivant,

W. W. HOLDEN.
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