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Luther Porter Jackson - Highlighting Black History

By LUTHER

Rights ﬂnd batIeA In
A bemocmcq

P. JACKSON,

Virginia Negro Soldiers and ?eqmen In The

American Revolution

EWS FROM the war front
concerning__ the deeds of
heroism of our boys in Sicily
and in the Mediterranean re-
minds us that similar deeds have:
been performed in all the wars
of our history. One of the states
of the young
republic which
had many
Negro soldiers *
and seamen to
enlist in the
American
Revolution
and to render
a good ac-
count of
themselves
wvas Virginia.
As soldiers
.they were

DR. JACKSON
" members of the continental line
and fought all over the country:
as seamen they were enrolled in
the State navy and fougnt in

Chesapeake Bay and its tribu-
taries. As spies .in either service
and as pilots in the Navy, cer-
tain individuals so distinguished
themselves that Washington and
other commanders praised them
highly for their contribution to
the cause of independence,

ATTAINED DISTINCTION

Some of the Virginia Negro sol-
diers participated in many battles
and incurred all the hardships of
warfare. Shadrack Battle of Al-

rE——

bemarle County served three
vears and, fought in the battles
of Brandywine, Germantown,
Monmouth and Savannah; Sylves~
ter Beverly of Franklin County
served throughout the war and
fought in such engagements as
Monmouth, Stony Point, Paulus
Hook, Guilford Court. House, and

. Yorktown.

Anthony (‘ha\isb of Meck-
lenburg not only served under
Washington at '‘Brandywine
and Yorktown, but also un-
der LaFayette and General
Greene in the Southern tue-
atre. William Flora of Ports-
mouth likewise fought
throughout the war in many
battles, and attained °par-
ticular distinction in the bat-
tle of Great Bridge near his

{ home in Norfolk County,

*In the state navy Negro seamen
fought in fairly large numbers on
such vessels as the “Patriot,” the

“Liberty,” the “Tempest,” the
“Gloucester,” the ‘Hero,” the
“Dragon,” the “Diligence,” and
the “Northampton.” Serving as

pilots on one or more of these
armed vessels were Minny, Cuffee,

*Captain” Starlins, and Caesar
Tarrant Serving as a ‘boat -
swain’s mate on the “Nofthamp-

ton” was James Thom
. Tolk: and on the “H
gunner's mate was James
' of Northumberland. On the
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“Diligence” was h Negro drums=
mer, Nimrod Perkins, of Accomac
County. ! ;

SERVED IN VIRGINIA NAVY

Scattered on sq\\'eral vessels of
the Virginia navy were eieht
members of the present dav
Nickens family of Lancaster and
Northumberland’ counties in the
Northern Neck.,, Probably be-
cause of their previous experience
as sailors on the Rappahannock
and Potomac rivers, a consider-
able number of [Negroes of tihis
section of Virginia fought on the
vessels of the fleets of these rivers.

Some of the ?Nexro seamen
"were killed or wounded in ac-
tion. Cuffee, the slave pilot,
died from injuries received in
service; Aaron Weaver of
Northumberland received two
dangerous wounds in an en-
agement at the mouth of
e York River, and Joseph
nger of Elizabeth City was
with the “Jefferson” when it
was blown up by the Britich
on the James River. Ranger
‘was taken prispner wita the
rest of his.crew shortly be-
fore Cornwallis’ surrender.

Some of these :#oldiers and sea-
men made distinguished recoras
and were rewarded for their acts
of bravery. “Captain” Starlins,
a slave and a full blooded Afri-
can, who was trained as a pilot
from his youth, led the ciew of
the “Patriot’” in l[an attack on a
British sloop in the James River;
and Caesar Tarrant, the piic .. and
slave of the town of Hamnton,
“behaved gallantly” in stecting
his vessels during! an engagement
with the British.south of the Vir-
ginia capes. |
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* been fighters for

AIDED LAFAYETTE
EXPLOITS |

The exploits af LaFayette in
Virginia were matie easier by the
military secrets furnished him tv
James, a -slave | of New Kent

County; and in like manner Saul

Mathews of Norfalk County again
andes again entered the British
iines to get secrets for General
Greene, Muhlenhurg, and other
commanders. The distinguished
record of Joseph Ranger of Eliza-
beth City was one of lenagth of
service. He enlisted in 1776 from
Northumberland County and con-
tinued in service |all through the
war and afterwards until the
State disposed of /its last vessel in
1787.

The American | Revolution was
a stimggle to pernftuate demcc-
racy. a form of life and govern-
ment which the British were then
seeking to crush. In the Ameri-
can struggle to preserve . this
principle the Virginia Negro sol-
diers and seamen, like the same
warriors in other states. thus
made a valuablé contribution,
Just as they are helping to pre-
serve it today in Sicily and many
other fronts, so have they alwavs
liberty and
democracy.
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