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Bank Presidents Support
Redevelopment Program

The presidents of the three lo !
cal banks have endorsed the pro- |
.| posed redevelopment and public |

terview recorded

| today.
W. Wright Harrison of the Peo | program and urged support of 1

| ples

!

|

|

. this legislation,”

M

!

National

Bank,

i
i

Henry A |

Haden of the National Bank and |
Trust Company, and William H'

of the
Company

I'revillian

and Trust

Citizens

Bank

recom

mend that the program be adopt

ed,

The statements were made in

answer to questions by Ray Nib

lack, news director
WINA,

ol Station|

| “The future of our community
is dependent upon the passage of

Harrison

said

| area,

posal and will vole for o

Tuesday. A relerendum on rede
velopment and public housing will |

be held at the same time as Tues

Trevilhan said he favors the

“to the fullest '

Asked hix opinion on the feel
ing of some downtown merchant
that urban renewal Vinegar
Hill would draw competition that
wotild detrimental o

ol
be met
chgnts already in the downtown
Harrison rephed

"I certamly disagree with this
fﬁ"m;!.

“New business will come to the
community as the buving power
Ihey
hecause a

of the comimunily increase

won't come simply

Haden said he favors the pro-! piece of land is available,

nest s

“When new businesses  decide
to move to Charlottesvilie, thes
will either select a site in th
downtown business area, or I
foreed to go te the o kitts o
the ity periaps (o & shoppin
venter

“H there is avalable good Jand
within three of lour blocks of
the center of the downtown bu
e area they wWili go there.
which wili mean a further e
\rin]xun'uf of oul dowitown arva
rather than & furtiwr devein
ment ol the moie remoe shop
pug centers

Harvison said this would give
downtown merchants AN
that the downtown area will have
pace to grow and tha! new b
HesS \\v” o WD present el

chants in building up the down-

& merchant would

ive a competitor within

L eriamnl

rather h

four blocks than have that same
competitor move oul lo the \iu»p-
ping conlor, mnies aws and thus
draw trathic awa rom the downe

Asked his prediction of what

Aonild Dappen o urban renewal 18
et o H ‘ ritd
' ' ! el e
sther w ! e
19 Lo Hea 1 as ar
] o e CXpansion s conoern-
Thete nowhere tha! new
W LTRSS I a8 " "1™ n
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accept federally financed housing.” And for
reason, it goes on, “certain concerned citi-
have banded together in an effort to see
the taxpayers are given the compicte
-
g:tﬂ-fhdiﬂln&emyw'nmm
udes leading opponents as well as supporters
the program. Al of its decisions as to the in-
Eﬂﬂ-lpubudndmbymnimm
as all who have read its reports know, be-
giving information about the program it
zpentedargmfotnnwdluugumn.
“* Furthermore, regardless of any possibie
sbortcomings in the committee’s work, its mem-
Bers are known. They accept the responsibility
$por their work. And that is something that can’t
Pe said of the sponsors of yesterday's leaflet,
“whose identity can only be guessed at. Certain-

" 4y the words of men who stand behind what

“thev say are more to be trusted than those of
Spen who speak anonymously.
7. So when it comes to a question of who is pre-
Menting facts and who is indulging in propa-
{ganda, it is the mayor's committee, composed of
‘well known citizens representing both sides of
e issue, that has by far the better claim to
ﬁnmﬁd&m The rnghtness of ths conclu-
is confirmed by & reading of the pamphlet
ﬁnﬂ by the unidentified “concerned citi-
ens.” For in the main it is devoted not to a
Spresentation of facts but to an attempt to
new life into the old bugaboo that pub-
Pbmningmnciuinmgm
% Experience clearly proves that it means no
thing. It is true that federal law does not
Wtbeduwnmtofngnguu'oninfed-
ﬂymdpuhbchmng.mchuucon-
Mmmmhadouttmmm-
And the fact is that not one of the
oores of federally assisted public housing proj-
#ots that have beep-built throughout the South
similar programs, including many that
ve been in operation for years, is racially in-
fegrated.

|
R

A
B

b4

2 The only public housing to be provided if the
Bhariottesville program is approved in the ref-
#rendum tomorrow will be for Negroes. It will
Be built at the south end of Ridge Street, in an
@Fea already inhabited by Negroes. Under thé
kv, it may be supposed, some white family
Wmeeting the requirements for residence in such
& project might in theory be in a position to
Bring a successful suit to compel its admission
#0 the project. But that is the only way the proj-
@6t could be “integrated.” And honestly, now,
Who thinks that is likely to happen? For that
matter, if it did happen how would it impair the
ﬁgmomnmtownpeopko:muonymthe
y separate housing accomodations to
aich they are accustomed?
hnumble men can differ in their pdgma'rt
to the wisdom of this whole undertaking.
is a case against it as well as for it. This
endorses it in the belief that the
its to be expected from it far outweigh any
ible disadvantages. The great benefit is that
very large sum in federal money—really our
y, collected from us in federal taxes—will
 made available for the doing of a job of civic
provement that is very much in need of doing.
is every citizen's right to disagree with this
usion. But we trust no one will permit him-
to be frightened into disagreeing, and into
an adverse vote in tomorrow’s referen-
, by the raising of this “integration” scare-
. There is no basi§ for fear on that score.
.public housing that is planned will be oc-
pied solely by Negroes; it will be built in an
aready occupied by Negroes: it will be in
school district served by a school attended
usively by Negroes.
4= One further point:
Z51t is said that the redevelopment of Vinegar
gxl.l could be accomplished by the city itself,
thout federal assistance and without provid-
g public housing for the families that would
» displaced. Perhaps so, although no way has
been found to overcome some of the obsta-
wles that would be encountered. But if it could
‘e done at all, it could only be done at a cost to
the taxpayers of this city vastly greater than
cost to them of the federally assisted pro®
And if it was nevertheless undertaken
ite this great additional cost, what would
secome of the families that would be displaced ?
b whntputdthedtywotﬂdﬂleymove?
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City Council Approves
Vinegar Hill Project

City Council approved a specific| Questions from the floor were Negro families relocated from the
plan for redevelopment of Vinegar | {;om Lionel S. Key, who asked if | Vinegar Hill area will go into pub

Citation:

Hill yesterday and signed an
agreement to contribute about
$400,000 in street construction and
utility installations and in land.

The action was taken after a
quiet public hearing on the Re-
development and Housing Author-
ity's application for a federal loan |
and grant from the Urban Renew-
al Administration.

Council then gave notice that at
its July 18 meeting, it will con-
sider the long-postponed mini-
mum housing standards ordi-

‘isons and safety reasons broader  of families with whom this agency ' other principal streets, but that
. I than those currently permitted un- | carries out its work. Most of the |
.| der the City Building Code, has

been deferred because, until pub-
lic housing was approved in the |
July 14 referendum, city officials
felt persons whose dwellings worc!
condemned would have no place
to move.

David J. Wood Jr., attorney for |

'Ithe Authority and its #cting di-

rector, gave negative answers to |
the only two controversial ques-'
tions that were asked at the public |
hearing. He said no spegial pro

vision could be made E?relocate

Negro businesses in th e redevel-

opment area, and that every ef-
fort would be made to avoid any |
controversial placement of dis-/
placed families when new homes
are found for them outside the
Vinegar Hill area. l

In response to a letter from W.

'R. Bingler Jr. asking that sur-|
' veys be made now and again five

years after the area is rede- |
veloped so the true economic ef- '
fect of redevelopment could be de- |
termined, Council voted to have
a survey made of gross in-

come, taxes paid and similar data |'

! from businesses now located in thei !
redevelopment area. !;
i

there would be any “block-bust-
ing” in relocation of Negro fam
ilies whose homes will be de
molished in redeveloping Vinegar
Hill, and from Mrs. Arthur M
Smith, who asked if part of the

| redevelopment area could be set

aside for Negro businesses dis
placed from their present quart
ers during the project.

Wood gave negative answers lo
both questions.

He said relocation would be
handled by two fulltime em

“every effort will be made to

lic housing units when they are
comploted, but some families will
not qualify for public housing be !
cause their incomes are above the ¢
maximum set for eligibility, t'
d

Wood sald the Authority is pro-
hibited from diseriminating on
the grounds of race in disposing ,
of property after Vinegar Hill |

|

lis redeveloped, and that this

would prohibit rvestriction of any
one section to Negro businesses. |
He said Negro business is en- |
| visioned developing along Fourth |

\

nance. Action on this ordinance, |p|oven of the Authority, and that | Street NW north of Inge's market, .
;| which would permit condemna- | ,
.Ition of dwellings for health rea-|avoid" controversial placements ' than that along Main Street and

as this land will be less exponsive |

I
(See Redevelopment, Page 8 ’
‘

(Continued From Page 1)
none of the land can be sold at
less than a reasonable cost.

Mrs. Smith had suggested
some land be reserved especial-

from their present locations, and
asked if arrangements could be

T

|| made to asswe those affecledi
;that sites would be available in

i, the area after redevelopment.
il

' Redevelopment

ly for Negro businesses displaced |

|
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