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| 1, It dsrequally -evident that the members of each
| department: fhould be as little dependent as pofiible
| 98 thofe of the others, for the emoluments annexe
t,therpjofices.. Were the executive magilirate, or
the judges,.not independent of the legiflature in thia
particular, theirindependence in every othér, would
be-merely nomin:l.
s But the great fecurity againft a gradual concentraq
tion of the feveral powers in the fame department,
confilts 1n giving to thofe wlio adminifter cach departy
Renty, they neceflary. conftitutional means, and penlo-
nalmatives, 19, refilt encroachments of  the others.
Lhe, provifion. for defence muft in this, as 1n ;\1}-
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other cafes, be made commenfurate to. the dan
attack. Ambition muft be made to counteradt %:bgﬁ'
tion. The intereft of the man muft be conne&léf
with the conftitutional rights of the place, It mc "
be a refle®ion on human nature, that fuch deyi Ll
fthould be neceflary to control the abufes of gove'r?i 1
ment. But what 1s government itfelfbut the greﬁteﬁ :
of all refletions on human' nature ? If men were
angels, no government would be neceflary, lfangé[;“g
were to govern men, neither external nor imcrnal;'
controls on government would be neceflary, To:
framing a government which is to be adminifiered |
b}' men over men, the great difficulty lies in thise |
You mult firft enable the government to control (kg

governed ; and in the next place, oblige it to cona |
trol itfelf. A dependence on the people is no dodbc: ‘
the primary control on the government ; but expé;,)
rience J}as taught mankind the neceffity of auxiiiar}',i
precautions. it
_ This policy of fupplying by oppofite and rivaflz
mtereils, the defe@ of better motives, might he
traced through the whole fyftem of human affairs, «
private as well as public.. We fee it particalarly
difplayed in all the fubordinate diftributions of
power ; where the conftant aim is to divide and
arrange the feveral offices in fuch a manner as thag
each may be a check on the other; that the private .
intereft of every individual, may be a centinel over
the pablic rights. Thefe inventions of prudence,
cannot be lefs requifite in the diftribution of the
fupreme powers of the ftate, e
But it is not pofiible to give to each department am
equal power of felf-defence. In republican governs.
ment the legiflative authority neceffarily predamis
nates. The remedy for this inconveniency i, to
divide the legiflature into different branches sand -
to render them by different modes of eleétion, -and .
different principles of aétion, as little conneéled. .
with each other, as the nature of their common .
funétions,
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findions, and 'their common dependence on the
fociety, will admit, It may even be neceilary to

guard againft dangerous encroa ichients by ftill | ur-
ther pxccmuom. As the weight of tie legi l' ve
authiority requires that it {h uund be thus divided,
the wcakncb of ‘the executive may require, on the

othér hand, that it thould be fort ifed. An abfolute

Uy
ncgdme, on the legiflature, appcars at firlt view to
1

be ‘the natural dc:umc with which the executive
magiftrate fliould be armed. DBat pc’r"r'.')s it would
b= ‘neither d*tomtnex {afe, nor alone Jttmcnt. On

orlmar/ occnimns, it might not be exerted with the

J

rcq.nl firmnefs; and on extraordinary o« cah ns,

it might be ,)u..quﬂ» abufed. May not th 1s defe&

of an'abiolu te negative be fupplied by fome qualified
connettion bmve en this weaker department, and
the ‘weaker branch of the fironger department, by
~which the latter may be led to {upport the conftitu~

ional rights of the former, without being too much

dctaclud {mm thL rights of m own upmmelt ?

wir 1

Citation: Excerpt, No. 51 (pp. 117-119) from The Federalist: A Collection of Essays, Written in Favour of the
New Constitution, as Agreed Upon by the Federal Convention, September 17, 1787 (1788).

Education & Outreach Department edu.lva.virginia.gov/dbva/




