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19th Century Interstate Slave Trade
National Standards:  
[image: ]Era 4, Expansion and Reform (1801 to 1861)

Virginia Standards of Learning:  English
10.2 – Communication: Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy
10.3 – Reading
10.5 – Reading
10.6 – Writing
11.1 – Communication: Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy
11.2 – Communication: Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy
11.4 – Reading
11.5 – Reading
11.6 – Writing

Virginia Standards of Learning:  History and Social Science  
USI.8c, d – Expansion and Reform:  1801 to 1861
USI.9a, b – Civil War: 1861-1865
VUS.6e – Expansion and Reform: 1788 - 1860
 VUS.7a – Civil War and Reconstruction: 1860 - 1877

Lesson Summary:
Through evidentiary warrant, students will use historical documents to investigate the results of forced migration of slaves in the 19th century and develop their own theory of its impact.  Suggestions are provided for various ways to teach this lesson and use of the available resources.  Students will examine the resources and complete the accompanying 19th Century Interstate Slave Trade Analysis form.

Suggestions for Instruction
	Teacher Guided
	A PowerPoint presentation is available to allow the class to work through the assignment together.

	Electronic Delivery
	The PowerPoint presentation allows students to either individually or with a partner examine the documents with minimal guidance from the teacher. Note:  This would be an activity that could be utilized by a substitute teacher.

	Small Group with Teachers Serving as Facilitators
	Students can be divided into four groups and given a category of documents to examine (either using the PowerPoint or hard copies).  For example, one group can be assigned newspapers while other groups peruse documents, images, or narratives.  Students then corroborate on their findings.

	Non-Electronic Delivery with Teachers Serving as Facilitators
	The documents and analysis form can be printed to be completed by students.  Students will examine these individually or in small groups.  As above, students will examine specific types of documents (newspapers, documents, images, and narratives) or can be provided with one document from each category.  As each category is examined, students will complete the 19th Century Interstate Slave Trade Analysis form.
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Class Opener

· [image: 4.JPG]A fragment of Eyre Crowe’s Slaves Waiting for Sale: Richmond, Virginia (1861), will be displayed for students with increasing parts of the painting revealed with each PowerPoint slide. Teachers will guide questioning to encourage analysis of the art and ways it relates to 19th century interstate slave trade  
·  Background information for teachers:
· During a visit to Richmond, Virginia, British artist, Eyre Crowe, happened upon a slave auction on March 3, 1853.  Crowe seized the opportunity to sketch the nine slaves waiting to be sold, which he painted eight years later and entitled Slaves Waiting for Sale: Richmond, Virginia (1861) (Amato, 2012).  
· In Slaves Waiting for Sale: Richmond, Virginia (1861), three female slaves are dressed in similar white aprons, but otherwise their clothing is different.  Slaves were “dressed to maximize profit” (McInnis, 2011, p. 138).
· Though one would assume slaves were auctioned wearing rustic clothing they would have worked in daily, McInnis alleges that would have been unusual (2011).  Instead, it was more commonplace for the attire of those auctioned to be attractive in an effort to beguile their past. 
· An unnamed slave dealer indicated clothing purchased for slaves was based on the estimated price they would bring on the block and “fancy men and fancy women, as those were called who lived in families, the dresses were finer” (McInnis, 2011, p. 138).
· In an effort to provoke interest and an increased profit, Frederick Law Olmsted witnessed the slaves’ appearances in Montgomery in 1853 “where he reported that ‘one of the curiosities’ he viewed in that city was the ‘parade of negroes, dressed up attractively’” (McInnis, 2011, p. 135).
· Understanding that appearance had the potential to increase the profit for a slave sold, according to the records of one slave trader, one of the largest expenditures relating to slaves was clothing (McInnis, 2011). 
· One important aspect of staging a slave auction for optimal profit was the preparation of slaves.  Former slave John Brown recounted, “there was a general washing, and combing, and shaving, pulling out grey hairs, and dying the hair of those who were too grey to be plucked without making them bald” (McInnis, 2011, p. 135).
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· The class will read the Big Question to understand what they need to answer at the end of this lesson.
· Students will read a newspaper article
· Facts:  Students will write the date, the geographical area, and what is discussed
· Inference:  State what they surmise or speculate
· Questions: Students will write questions they have about the document or its content
· Students will repeat the steps above for each of the categories (Documents, Images, and Narratives).
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· Timeline
· Students will place the date of their documents on the timeline to place the events in context to other major events transpiring at that time.  This can be done individually or as a class.
· Points of View
· Based on the findings in their documents, the students will give the perspective of slaves, those who were pro-slavery as well as anti-slavery. Students need to support their perceived points of view with facts from the documents.
· Substantiating Evidence from Peers
· Allow students to discuss the different documents and corroborate their findings.  They will record their peers’ findings to either support or dispute their own analysis.
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· Big Question
· Based on their own evidence as well as that of their peers, the students will answer the Big Question.
· Your Perspective
· Students are to write their opinion about the forced migration of slaves.  They need to support their opinion with the documents.
· Comments and questions I still have . . .
· Students have the opportunity to ask questions about something they do not understand or make additional comments.  Often students do not want to speak in front of the class and this gives them a way for their voice to be heard.


Disclaimer:
Some of the content in this lesson has language that may be offensive.  Teachers can prepare students to view documents with the offensive language in context or may choose to replace the offensive term with one deemed more appropriate for the class.







[image: ][image: ]
References
Amato, M. (2012, November). Eyewitnessing and slavery. Common-Place, 13(1.5). Retrieved from
 http://www.common-place.org/interim/reviews/amato.shtml
American Anti-Slavery Society. (1835). [Slave being punished]. A punishment practiced in the 
United States for the crime of loving liberty. Accession 95-72997a. Library of Virginia. 
Richmond, Virginia.
Bourne, G. (1838). [Auction at Richmond]. Picture of slavery. Accession 04-0097-12. Library of 
Virginia.  Richmond, Virginia.
Burnley, A. (1844, January 10). Last Will and Testament. [Division of slaves]. (Louisa County, 
WB 11:138). Library of Virginia. Richmond, Virginia.
Hart, M. (1841, July 20). Bill of Sale. [Purchase of slave by Dr. N.W. Floyd]. (Call No. X-941). 
Lynchburg Museum System. Lynchburg, Virginia.
Jones, L. (1937, February 12). Interview of former slave. In WPA Life History Collections. 
Library of Virginia. Richmond, Virginia.
Land, negroes, &c., at auction. (1848, November 17). Richmond Enquirer, p. 1.
Lee, J.D. (1838, August 13). Letter. {Permission for slave to join a church]. Accession 42684, 
Personal Papers collections. Library of Virginia. Richmond, Virginia.
McInnis, M.D. (2011). Slaves waiting for sale: Abolitionist art and the American slave trade. Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press.
More than one hundred and fifty liberated slaves ready to embark for Liberia. (1842, December 
17).  The New York Daily Tribune, p. 1.
Negro hiring. (1848, February 4). The Richmond Enquirer, p. 3.
Slavery. (n.d.). [Auction block]. Accession 42936, Slavery collections. Library of Virginia. 
Richmond, Virginia.
Social life in the old South. (n.d.). [Slave holding a white child]. Accession A9-15747. Library of 
Virginia. Richmond, Virginia.
image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg
BIG QUESTION:
16 QUESTION: How id frced migrtin of saves infnece s i the 19%ctary?

Answer

Your Perspective

Comments and questions il ave.





image1.jpeg
LIBRARY '
or VIRGINIA




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
Ol




image4.jpeg
Documents

Images.

Narratives

~uestons:





