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\govemmé‘nts, never finds hi»vngglf fo much alarmed
" for their charaer and fate, as when he contemplates
~ their propenfity to this dangerous vice. He will not
. fail therefore to fet a due value on any plan which,
. without violating the principles to which he is
. attached, provides a proper cure for it. The infta-
~ bility, injuftice and confufion introduced into the
public councils, have in truth been the mortal difeafes.
under which popular governments have every where,

perithed ; - as they continue to be the favorite and
fruitful topics from which the adverfaries to liberty

derive their moft fpecious declamations. The valu- -

able improvements made by the American conftitu-
tions on the popular models, both ancient and medern,

- cannot certainly be too much admired ; but it would

be an unwarrantable partiality, to contend that they

have as effeually obviated the danger on this fide

as was withed and expe&ted. Complaints are every
where heard from our moft confiderate and virtuous
citizens, equally the friends of public and private
faith, and of public and perfonal liberty ; that our

. governments are too unftable ; that the public good
is difregarded in the confliéts of rival parties; and

that meafures are too often decided, not according to
the rules of juftice, and the rights of the minor party 3
but by the fuperior force of an interefted and over-
bearing majority. However anxioufly we may wifh
that thefe complaints had no foundation, the evidence
of known fa&s will not permit us to deny that they
are in fome degree true. It will be found indeed,
on a candid review of our fituation, that fome of the

~ diftrefles under which we labor, have been erroncoufly

charged on the operation of our governments ; but it
will be found at the fame time, that other caufes will

- notalone account for many of cur heavieit misfortunes ;

and particularly, for that prevailing and increafing

diftruft of public engagements, and alarm for private

rights, which are echoed from one end of the con-

| dinent fo the other. Thefe muft be chiefly, if not

b = wholly,



























