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ticles of CONFEDERATION and PERPET U AT, UMION Sctwre iz fratia of New
Hampthire, M .flachufetts Bay, Rhode ifland and Provide ce i/‘;'a:’:t,fr:um, Coivine (’11?’!!1,
New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryiand, Vapisiaz, Noriu Carodua,

South Carolina, and Georgia. : : T8
? ; a’HE ftyle ogt'lathi"s conféderacy ‘fhall be: ¢ The UNITED STAY "ES of
ArTiIcLE L. "AMERICA. ;

AxT. II. Each ftate retains its fovercignty, freedom, and independance, and every
power, jurifdi@ion, and right, which is not by this confederation exprelly delegated to the
United States, in Congrefs affembled. Voo : T Ll

AxT. III.  The (ud ftates hereby feverally enter into a firm leagu> of friendfhip with each
other for their common defence, the fecurity of their libarties, and their mutual and general
welfare, biading themfelves to aflift each other againil all force offered to or attacks mode
upon them, or any of them, on accouat of religion, fovereigaty, trade, orany other prstence

whatever. ~

ArT. IV. The better to fecure and perpetuate rautual friendfhip and iutercourfe among
the people of the different ftates in this union, the free inhabitants of each of 1};e{‘e. ftates,
(paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from juftice, excepted) ihall be entttl;a to aii pum!cggg
and immunities of free citizens in the feveral ftates; and the people of each ftate thall have
free ingrefs and regrefs to and from any other ftate, and fhall erjoy therein =il the piivileges
of trade and commerce, fubje& to the fame duties, impefiions, and reftri@ions, as the jaba~-
bitants thereof refpeively. Provided that fuch reftriction thall not extend fo fir as to prevent

the removal of property imported into any ftate to any other ftate of which the awner is an
inhabitant ; provided alfo, that no impofition; duties, or reftriction, fhall be 1sid by any flate
on the property of the United States, or either of them. : ; &

If any perfon guilty of or charged with treafon, felony, or other high miflicmeanor, inany
ftate, fhall flee from juftice, and be found in any of the United States, he fh:il, upon demand
of the Gavernour or executive power of the ftate from which he fled, be detivered up, and
removed to the ftate having jarifdiGtion of his offence.

Full faith and credit fhall be giyen in each of thefe ftates to the records, =3, and judicicl
proceedings, of the courts and magiftrates of every other {tate, :

ArT. V. Forthemore convenient management of the generalinterefts of the United States,
delegates fhall be annially appointed, in fuch manner as the legiflature of caeh fiate fhall di-
re&, to meetin Congrefs on the firft Monday in November, inevery year, witha powerrefirved
to each ftate torecall its delegates, or any of them, at any time withia the year, and to fend
others in their ftead for the remainder of the year.

No ftate fhall be reprefented in Congrefs by lefs thantwo, nor by more than feven, members s
and no_ perfon fhall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years, inany term of
fix years ; nor fhall any perfon, being a delegate, be capable of holding any cffice under the
United States, for which he, or another for Lis benefit, reccives any falary, fees, or emolument

of any kind.
Each ftate fhall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the flates, and whi'e they adt as

members of the committee of the {tates.

In determining queftions in the United States, ia Congrefs affembled, each ftate fhall have
one vote.

Freedom of {peech and debate in Congrefs fhall not be impeached or queftioned in anycourt,
or place, out of Congrefs ; and the members of Congrefs fhall be proteted in their perfons from
arrefts and imprifonments during the time of their gring to and from and attendance on Con-
grefs, except for treafon, felony, or breach of the pezce.

ART. VI. No ftate, without the confent of the United States in Congrefs aflembled, fhall
fend any embafly to or reccive any embafly from, or enter iato any conicrence, agreement,
alliance, or treaty with, any king, prince, or ftate ; nor {hall any perfon Lolding any cffice ¢ £
profit or truft under the United States, or any of them, accept of any prefent, emolument,
office, or title of any kind whatever, from avy king, prince, or foreign {tate ; nor fhall the
United States in Cor:grefs affembled, or any of them, grant any title ¢f nobility.

No two or more ftates fhall enter into any treaty, confedecration, or alliance whatever,
between them, without the confent of the United States in Congrefs aflembled, fpecifying
accurately the purpofes for which the fame is to be entered into, 2nd how lorg it fhall
continue.

No ftate fhall lay any impofts or duties which may interfere with any flipulations in treaties
entered into by the United States, in Congrefs aflembled, with any king, prisce, or ftate,

__in purfuance of any treaties already propofed by Congrefs to the courts of France and Spain.

No veflels of war fhall be kept up in' time of peace by any flate, except fuch number oniy
as {hall be deemed neceflary by the United States, in Congrefs affembled, for the defence of
fuch ftate, or its trade ; nor fhall any body of forces be kept up by any ftate in time of peace,
except fuch number only, as, in the judgment of the United States, in Congrefs offembicd,
fhall be deemed requifite to garrifon the forts neceffary for the defence of fuch itate ; butevery
ftate fhall always keep up a well regulated and difciplined militia, fufficiently armed and
accoutred, and fhall provide and conftantly have ready for ufe, in publick {tores, a duenamber
of field pieces and tents, ard a proper quantity of arms, ammunition, and camp equipage.

No ftate fhall engage in any war without the confent of the United States in Corgrefs alfcm-

- llled’;'linli’ﬁ fach ftate be aétually invaded by enemies, or fhall have received ceriain advice of
a refolution’ being formed by fome nation of Jndians to invade fuch ftate, and the danger is &

imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the United States, in Congrefs affembled.
fulied, Nor fhall any ftate grant commiffions to any (hips or v%{?ﬁh"’* i
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marqus or rep-iful, except it b2 after a declaration of war by the United States in Congrels
a{famblad, and then only ag dntt the kingdom or ftate, and the fubjects thereof, againft w hch
war has beea o declared, aud under {uch regulations as fhall be eftaslilhed by the United States
in Congrels affembled, ualefs fach ftate beiatelted by picates, ia which cafe veflcls of war may
ba fitted out For that oceafion, and kept fo long as the danger fhail comidune, or nutil the
United States, in Govgrefs affesmbled, th.ll determine otherwife.

ArT. ViI. When land forces ave railed by any ftate for the common deferce, all cfficers
cfor under the rank of colonel fhall bz appointed by the legiflature of each flate refpe ctively
b whara fuch forces fhzil be railed, orin fuch manner as {uch ftate thall direé, aad all vican-
cies fhall be filled up by th: ftate which firflt made the appointment.

ArtT. VIiI, Al charges of war, and all other expeuies that fhall be incurred for the com-
mon defence or general welfare, and allowed by the Usitcd States in Congrefs affemblid, fhall
e defrayed ont of the common treafiiry, which fhall be fupplied by the feveral ftates in pro-
pertion to the valuz of all land within each ftate, granted to or {urveyed for any perfon, as
fuch land 2nd the buildings and improvements thercon fhall be eftimated, according to fuch
mode as ths United States, in Congrefs affembled, fhall from time to time dirc& and appoiat.
"fhe tax=s for paying that proportion {hall be laid and levizd by the authority and direction of
the legiflatures of the feveral ftates w ithin the time agreed upon by the United States, in Gon-

vefy sfl=mbled. g j :
B AxT. iX. The United States in Congrefs affembled fhall have the fole and exclufive right
and power of determiving on peace and war, except in the cafes mentioned in the fixth article

---:of fending and receiving amballadours-- --entering into treatics and alliances, provided that -

no treaty of comuierce {hatl be made \{vhereby the legiflative power cf the refpective ftates
fhall be reftrained from impofing fuch impofts and duties on foreigners as their own people
are {ubj<&ed to, or from prohibiiing tbe_exportation cr importation of any fpecies of goods
or ¢r>minodities what{oever---of eftablifhing rales for deciding, in all cafes, what captures on
Jand or water (hall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the
forvice of the United States {hall be divided or appropriated---of granting letters of marquie and
repvifal in times of peaces--appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies commicied on
the high feas, and citablithing courts for recciving and determining finally appeals in ail cafes of
caniurss, provided thatno member of Congrefs fhailbe appointeda judge of any of the faid courts.
“he Uaited Statesin Congrefs affembled fhall aifo be thelaft reforton appeal in all difputes and
differences now fubfifting, or that hereafter may aiife, between two or more ftates concerning:
boundiry, juriflidion, orany other cauife whatever, which authority fhall always be exercifed
i the manaer following: W henever the leg flative or executive authority or lawful agent f
auy ftate in controverfy with another fhall prefent a petition to Congrefs, ftating the matter in
queftion, and praying firahearing, notice thereof (hall be given by order of Covgrefs to the legif-
Litive or cxeentive anihority cf the other flate in controverfy, dnd a day afligned for the ap-
pearaiice of the parties by their lawful agents, who fhall then be directed to appeint, by joint
confent, commiflioners or judges to conttitute a court for hearing and determining the matter
in queftion; but if. they canuot agree, Congrefs (hzll name three perfons out of each of the
Uniied States, and from the lift of fuch perfuns each party fhall alternately firike ontone, the
pctitionérs beginning, uantil the nupxbcr hall be reduced to thifteen, and from that number
not lefs than {even, nor more thannine nawmes, as Congrefs fhall, direct, fhall inthe preferce of
G mprefs, bedrawn out by lot, an_d the perfons whofe names fhall be fo drawn, or any five of
them, fhall be commiflioners, or judges, to hear and finally determine the controverfy, fo al-
ways as a m=jor part of the jadges who (hall hear the caule fhall agree in the determination.
And if eicher party (hall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without {hewing reafons
which Congref; thall judge fufficient, or being prefent fhall refufe to ftrike, the Congrefs fhall
proceed to nominate three perfons out of each ftate, and the fecretary of Congrefs fhall ftrike
in behalf of fuch party abfent or refufing ; and the judgment and fentence of the court to be
appointed, in the manner before preferibed, fhall be final and conclufive. And if any of the
parties fhail refufe to fubmit to the authority of fuch court, or to appear or defend their claim
or caufe, the court (hall neverthelefs proceed to pronounce fentence, or judgment, which fhall
in like manner be final and decifive, the judgment or fentence and other proceedings being in
cither caf tran{mitted to Congrefs, and lodged among the acts of Congre(g, |for the fecurity of

“ thoparties concerned. Provided, thatevery commiflioner, before he fits in judgment, fhall take

an cath, to be adminiftered by one of the judges of the fupreme or faperiour court of ftate
where the caufe fhall be tried, ¢ well and truly to hear and determine the matter in queftion,
according to the beft of his judgment, without favour, affetion, or hope of reward.”” Provided
alfb; that no ftate (hall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States.

All controverfies concerning the private right of foil claimed under different grants of two
ar more {tates, whofe jurifdictions, as they may refpect fuch lands, and the ftates which pafled
fuch grants, are adjufted, the faid grants, or either of them, being at the fame time claimed to
have originated antecedent to fuch fettlement of jurifdiction, fhall, on the petition of either party

 to the Congrefs of the United States, be finally determined, as near as may be, in the fame
‘manner as is before prefcribed for deciding difputes refpeding territorial jurifdi&tion between
* different ftates. ; L ; '

e ed States, in Congrefs aflembled, (hall alfo have the fole and exclufive right and

“power of regulating the alloy and value of coin ftruck by their own authority, or by that of

* the refpective {tates--- fixing the ftandard of weights and meafures throughout the United States
. .aregulating the trade and managing all aftairs with the Indians, not ‘memibers of any of the

% proyided that the legiflative right of any ftate within its own limits be not infringed or
ftate to another, throughout allthe

“ihing and regulating poft offices frofn one
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United States, and exa&ing fuck poftage on the papers pzflisg ikrorgh the fime as may be
requilite to defray the expenies of the faid office---appeinting alt ¢fficers of the lend f1cis in
the firvice of the United States, excepting regimental officers---appointing 2]l the «flicers of
the naval forces, and comm'flioning all cfficers whatever in the fervice of the United States---
making rules for the government and regulation of the faid land and naval furces, and dircdting
their operations. i

The Uuited States, in Congrefs affembled, fhall have authority to appoint a committee to
fit in the recefs of Congrefs, 1o be denominated *“ o committee of the flates,”’ avd to confilk
of one delepate from each ftate, ard to appoint fuch other committees and civil ¢ flicers as
may be neceffary for managing the general affairs of the Urited States under their diredion---
to appoiat one of their number to prefide, provided that no perfon be allowed to ferve in the
office of prefident more than one year in any term of three years; to afcertzia the neceflry

fums of money to be raifed for the fervice of the United States, and to appropiiate and apply

the fame for defraying the publick expenfts---to borrow money, or emit bills, on the credit cf
the United States, tran{mittivg every half year to the refpcétive ftates an acccunt of the fums
of masney (b borrowed or emirted,---to build and equip a navy---to agree upen the rumber of
laad forcss, and to mzks= requifi ions from each ftate for its quota, in proportion to the nunber
of white inhabizants in fuch ftate; which requ fi'ion fhall be binding, and thereupon the legif-

Tature of each (tate fhali appoint the regimental officers, raife the men, andclothe, arm, and equip

them in a foldier like manner, at the expenfe of the United States, and the cfficers ard men
foclothed, armed, and equipped, fhall march to the place appeinted, and within the time agreed
on by the United S:ates, in Congrefs afl-mbled. But if the United S:ates, in Congrf: g%l}m-
bled, fh=1l, on corfideration of circumftances, judge proper that any ftate fhould not raife men

or fhou'd raife a fmaller number than its quota, and that any other ftate thould raife a greatél:

number of men than the quota thereof, {uch extra number fhall be raifed, cfficered, clothed,

“armed, and equirped, in the {ame manner as the quota of fuch ftate, unlefs the legiflature f

fuch ftate (hall judge that fuch extra number cannot be fafely fpared cut of the fime, ia which
caf: they (hall r.ife, officer, clothe, arm, aand equip, as many of fuch extra number as they

“judge can be fafely fpared. And the officers and men fo clothed, armed. and - quipped,

fhali march to the plice appointed, and within the time agreed on, by the Uited States, in

' Congrefs affembled,

The Usited States. in Congrefs aflombled, fhall rever engage in'a war, nor grant letters of

mirqaz a-d reprifsl, in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or aliiarces, por cuin m. ney,
nor regulite the va'us th reof, nor afcertain the fums and expenfes necefliry for tle defence
and welfare of the United S:ates, or any of them, nor emit bills, ner berrow morey on the
credit of the United Siates, nor appropriate morey, nor agree upon the number of veflils of
war to be built or purchifed, or the number of land or fea forees to be raifed, nor appoint a
commander in chief of the army or navy, unlefs nine ftates aflent to the fame; ner fhalla
queftion on any other point, except frr adjourring fromdzy to day, bedetermined, uslefs by
the'votes of a m. jority of the Uuited S:ates, in Congrefs afl’ mbled. _
- T he Congrefs of the United States fhall have power to adjourn to any time within the year,
and to any place within the United States, fo that no period of acjournment be for a lorger
durstion than the fpace of fix months, and fhall publiifh the journal of their proceedings monthly,
exzept fuch part thereof relating to treaties, alliarces, or military operations, asiu the r judg-
mert require fccrecy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each ftate onm any queftion
{hall be entered on the j urnal, when it is defired by any delegate; and thedelegates of a ftate,
or sny of them, at his or their requeft, fhall be furnifhed with a tranferiptjof the faid journal,
except fuch parts as are above excepted, to lay before the legiflatures of the feveral ftates. -

ART. X. The committee cf the ftates, or any nine of them, fhall be authorifed to execute,

i the recefs of Congrefs, fuch of the powers of Congrefs as the United States, in Congrefs
iU mbled, by the corfent of nine ftates, fhall from time to time think c¢xpedient to vcft them
with ; provided, that no power be delegated to the faid commiitee, for the excrefe of which,

by the articles of confederation, the voice of nine {tates, in the Congrefs of the Uuited States :

afl. mbled, is requifize. ;

AxT. XI: Canada acceding to this confederation, and j. ining in the meafures cf the U it~
ed States, fhall be admitted iato, and entitled to, all the advantages of this wnion; but no
other colony fhall be admitted into the fame, unlefs fuch admiffion be agreedto by riae ftares,

ArT. XiI. All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, and debts contracted by or under
the authority of Congrefs, betore the affembling of the U.ited States; in purfuance of the
prefent confederation, fhall be deemed :nd corfilered as a charge agair {t the United States,
for payment and fatisfaction whereof the {iid United States, and the publick faith, are hereby
fulemnly pledged. y 3 - : :

ArT. XI{Il. Every ftate fhall abide by the determinations cf the Usited States, in Corgrefs
affembled, on all gueftions which by this confederaiion are fubmirted to them. And the
articles of this confederation fh:li be inviolably ebferved by every ftate, ard the union fhall be
perpetu il; not fhall any alteration at any time hereafter be made ia any of them, unlefs ‘uch
alreration be agreed to in a Congrefs of the U iited States, and bs afterwards cos fi ‘med by ths
Jeoiflarures of cverv ftate, ’ ; i v
T'HES E articles fball be propofed totke legifiatures of all the United States, to be confilered s and if approved of

by them, they are advifed to aurhorife their delegates ra'rarify ‘the fame in the Conzrefs of the United States, whick

being done, the [ame fball become conclufive. : By order of Congrefs. :
B e HENRY LAU ™"
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