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For aprointTing DEPUTIES rrom tHis CommonwraLTH To A CONVENTION
proposep To e Hird IN THE CITY or PHILADELPHIA i1x MAY n~ExT, For
tue purpost of REVISING tue F(EDERAL CONSTITUTION.

devifing and reporting the means of enabli ongrefs to previda effeltually for the Commeicial Intereft of the
> 2ewid /O = .
Uited $ta bave reprefented the necellity of extending the reyp=fem of the ‘:Uedcni fyftem 1o all its defeéls ;

and have recommended, that Deputics for that purpofe be appointed by the feveral Legiflatures to meetin convention in the

¥ ¥ HEREAS theCommiffioners who affambled at Annapolis, oa the fourtezath of September laf, for the purpsfe of
V

city of Philadelphia, on the (tcond day of May nexi ; & provifion which feems preferable toa difcuflion of the fui jcétin Cone
grefs, where it might be too much interupted by the ordinary b efs before them ; and where it would befides, be deprived
of the valuable councils of fundiy individuals, who are dilqualified by ths conitituiion or laws of particular ftutes, or refirained
by peculiar circumftances from a feat in that Aflembly s

AND WHEREAS, the General Aflembly of this Commonwealth, taking into view the aftual fituation of the Confederacy,
as well as refl&ing on the alarming reprefentations made fi
their a& of the fifteenth day of February laft, can no longer doub: that the crifis is arrived at which the good people of America
are te decide the folemn queftion, whether they will by wife and magnanimous efforts reap the jult fiuits of that indspendance
which they have fo glorioufly acquired, and of that Union which they have cemented with fo much of their commun blood 3
or whether, by giving way to unmanly jealoufies and pi<judices, orto partial and tranfitory interefts, they will rencunce the
aufpicieus bleflings prepured for them by the Revolution, and furnifl to its enemies an eventual triumph over thofe, by whole
virtue and valour, it has been accomplifhed &

AND WHEREAS, the fame noble and extended Pslicy, and the fame fraternzl and affe@tionate fentiments, which origins
al

eration, and to concur in
{uch farther conceffions and provifions, as may be neceffary to fecure the great objells for which that Government was infi-

ally determined the Citizens of this Commonwealih, to unite with their Brethren of the other States, in e(b.ifhinga fcec

Government, cannot but be felt with equal force now as the motives to lay aflide every inferior confid

tuted,and to render the United States as happy in Peace,as they have been glorious in war,

Be it thersfore enalled, by the General Affembly of the Cemmonwealth of Virginia, That feven Commiffioners be appointed by
joint ballot of buth Houfes of A@emoly, who, or any three of them, are hereby authorized as Deputies from this Commonwealth
1o meet fuch Deputies as may be appointed and authorized by other ftates, to aflemble in Convention at Philadelphia, as above

recommended, and tojoin with them in devifing and difcuffing all fuch alterations and farther provifions, as may be necefliry

to render the feederal Conftitution, adequate to the exigencies of the Umion, and in reporting fuch an a& for that purpofe,

to the United 8tates in Congrefs, as when agreed to by them, and duly confirmed by the feveral ftates, will eff &ually provide
for the fame,

And be it further enaBed, Thatin cafe of the death of any of the faid Deputies, or of their declining their appointments, the
Executive are hereby avthorized to fupply fuck vacancies ; and th: Governor is requefted ta tranfmit forthwiih a copy of this
A&, to the United States in Congrefs, and to the Executives of each of the ftaies in the Union,

November 9, 1786, read the third timeand paffed the Houfe of Delegates,

JOHN BECKILEN ¢ & &

Nevember 23, 1786, pafled the Senate.
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