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Female Charitable Society of Portsmouth, Virginia Broadside, 1804

A number of Females of the Town of Partfmaz/lﬁ, affembled at the boufe of ofiah Fox, on
Sthe 42h of May, 1804, and agreed to form themfelves into a Society, under the name of the

FEMALE CHARITABLE SOCIETY,
OF PORTSMOUTH.
The fole objelt of which, s to extend relief to all White Female fufferers, particularly chil=
dren within the Town of Portfmouth.

THEY THEN AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING

RULES.

§. MEMBERS fhall be admitted into the Society by a vote of a majority of the Mem-
bers prefent, at any quarterly, or annual meeting of the Society.

“II. EVERY Member exclufive of the donation their benevolence may beftow, fhall
pay twenty-five cents, @t every quarterly meeting.

ill. THE following Officers fhall be chofen annually, by a majority of votes of the *
Members prefent at the quarterly meeting in May, from amongft the refident Members,
viz. a Firlt Direcrefs—a Second Direétrefs—a Secretary—a Treafurer—bix Solicitors,
and Six Vifitors.—N. B. The number of Solicitors and Vilitors, may be increafed if thought
rexpedient by the Society.

1V. THE Firlt Dire@tefs, {hall prefide at all meetings of the Society and Board of
Managers, preferve order, ftate queftions for difcuflion, and declare the decifion ; inall
divifions fhe {hall have a cafting vote : with the advice of the Board, fhe fhall call fpecial
meetings of the Society, fhe fhall fee that its regulations be duly obferved, and fhall take
an a&ive fuperintendance of its general welfare—in cafe of her inability to perform the du-
ties of her ftation, they fhall devolve for the time being, on the Second Dire&refs ; if
both be abfent from any meeting of the Society or Board, a Directrefs fhall be chofen for
that meetin g.

V. THE Secretary thall keep a regifter of the Members’ names, collect the quarterly
payments, and pay the money into the hands of the Treafurer ; {hall notify the meetings of
the Society, record their proceedings, and render at every ftated meeting, a regular ac-
«count of the money received by her, and paid to the Treafurer, and of monies due ; fhe
fhall attend the meetings of the Board, and examine their accounts.

VI THE Treafurer fhall take charge of the mongy colle&ed for the Society, make all
their difburfements, attend the meetings of the Board, examine their expenditures, and
render to the Society at every ftated meeting, an account of its funds, and of her receipts
and payments.

VII. THE Soliciters
pay what they may receive

VIII. THE Vifitors thall feck amongft the diftrefied, for fuitable objects to partake the
benefit of the inftitution. ;

IX. ALL the official Members thall conftitute a Board to manage the bufinefs of the “o=
ciety ; which Board fhall meet quarterly, viz. on the firft Monday in May, Auaguft, No-
vember and February, at 3 o’clock, P. M. and at fuch other times as the Firft and Second
Dire@refles may think neceffary on any emergency, and feven Members fhall be compe-
tent to tranfact bufinefs. «

afk donations for the Society of well difpofed perfons, and
to the hands of the Treafurer.

X. THE Directrefs, at the requeft of two Vifitors, may draw on the Treafurer for
money to relieve the diftrefled.

XI. THE meeting in May, {hall be confidered as an anniverfary, at which all the Mem-
bers be prefent, and a full ftatement of the affairs of the Society, be laid before them.

XII. EVERY meeting thall be opened with reading a portion of the word of Ged and
prayer, and clofed with prayer.

XIIL NO partiality for religious fects or country to be obferved, either as to member-
thip in the Society, or objects of their benevolence.—The only confideration as to the ob-
jects muft be—the is in diftrefs—we muft help if we can, if we cannot do all we would,
Jet us do what we can. . -

N. B. IT is recommended to every official Member, to make notes of their tranfactions
and notable circumftances that may turn up, relative to the concerns of the Society, and
lay the {ame before the Board.
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