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An Act Freeing Slaves Who Served as Soldiers, 1783

308 EAWS OF VIRGINIA,

Deput . :

ﬁﬂ!”.m{"';f riﬂ'v~i .'Iflnd be it further enacted, That no deputy she-

g:c tfo"um. o 'h a be eligible to either house of aszembly, until

ycylrso:f:‘-m 1e has bevp two years out of office, and has made up
et his collections of the public taxes, and paid into the

therr quie.
tiis: treasury all arrearages, and has obtained a quietus for
the same,

S —
—_—

cx(t;c.':;ﬂol:i-' CHAP. III.

inal ]
o B An act dzreclmg the emancipation of
2

10. cerlain slaves who have served as
soldiers in this state, and Jor the
emancipation of the slave Aberdeen.

P

Preamble I. WHEREAS it hath been represented ta the pre-
:ac:‘t;r:;lz‘:hm sent general assembly, that during the course of the
during th:‘: war, many persons in this state had caused their slaves
way, were 10 enlist In certain regiments or corps raised within the
.:':.'1:.:::;1 into same, having tendered such slaves to the officers ap-
bl L pointed to recruit forces within the state, as substitutes
bemng ten. for free persans, whose lot or duty it was to serve in
’d‘eredu frce such regiments or corps, at the same time representing

on, o §uch_ recruiting officers that the slaves so enlisted by

their d!reclion and concurrence were freemen; and it
appearing further to this assembly, that on the expira-
;:)on of the term of enlistment of such slaves that the
. rmer owners have attempted again to force them 0
eturn to a state of servitude, contrary to the principles
of justice, and to their own solemn promise,
Prpfin s =l”ll. {\illldﬁwhe.reas it appears _j.usl and reasonable that
enlisted, by persons enlisted as afosesaid, who have faithfully
:¥?;:;?:m,nt Iscr\'redl agreeable to the terms of their enlistment, and
tor-,nnch‘:: l"al‘e thereby of course gontributed towards the estab-
ving theip Jishment qumgncan liberty and independence, should
term, eman. en'Jon the blessings of freedom as a reward for their
cipated. ;olds and labours; Be 5t therefore enacted, That each
tizn e:; l}‘:{iss':ve' who by the appointment and direc-
corps raised :.3:; (::?sthste ':"Ste!j e
state establishment, and h::nef: 'i:;t:rr:;icvzzl:::':lxgr
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stitute for any free person whose duty or lot it was to

serve in such regiment or corps, and hath sor\edl l?n.h;
fully during the term of such enlistment, or h:lul ')u:l-
discharged from such service by some o_ﬂ"lcvr uly ?‘er
thorized to grant such discharge, shall from and a >
the passing of this act, be fully and comp_leal!_v erPt;
cipated, and shall be held and deemed free in as ‘ure
and ample a manner as if each and every of them “*eral
specially named in this act; and lhe‘attorncy-gem sl
for the commonwealth, is hereby required to commence ©Ce,
anaction, in forma pauperis, in beh_alf of any ()f the paupenu:nd
persons above described who shall after the passing 0 'cw;:‘if(d‘e--
this act be detained in servitude by any person whatso- TECH &
ever; and if upon such prosecution il.shall appear lha} procsel

the pauper is entitled to his freedom in consequen;e o.

this act, a jury shall be empannelled to assess the dam

ages for his detention. ;

e‘"- And whereas it has been represented to this gen}: f‘,::irﬂf..g"
eral assembly, that Aberdeen, 3 negro man sl?ve, hat e
laboured a number of years in the public service at the T s servi-
lead mines, and for his meritorious services is .entlllefi f;(,i:::"trl‘r;
1o freedom; Be it therefore enacted, That the said slave lead

Aberdeen shall be, and he is hereby emancnpz.u.ed and 3y
declared free in as full and amplea manner as i he had
heen born free,

=
Chapter
CHAP. IV. ch;ll ‘i;Pori-
inal.{

An act for surveying the lands gUWeR ., . ger,
by law (o the officers and soldz.e;*s p. 210
on continental and state establish-
ments, and for other purposes: .
)eputation
of officers to

: ds
L. FOR ¢ ter locating and surveying the Joe - su-
given by Iavyi: oo o eers and soldiers on c°""“°:‘,‘2} oo
and state establishments; Be # enacted by W&;“: %% P ts and sur-
assembly, Thay it shall and may be lawful for t o e eyor, f:;‘
Putations of officers, consisting of major gencr:wjo'_ hﬁ-:‘e.ygl
‘er Muglenburg, major-general Charles Scott
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